India celebrates

Republic Day
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he Indian High Commissioner

Shri Gopalakrishnan has

pledged his government
commitment to help Malawi.

He said this on Wednesday in
Lilongwe during celebrations to
mark India’s 73rd Republic Day.

The envoy said India will
continue to support Malawi with
its development needs in amutual
diplomatic understanding.

Gopalakrishnan said India
was among the first countries
to establish diplomatic ties with
Malawi; hence, the commitment
to sustain long-standing
relations.

He said: “The multifaceted
relations between the two
countries have witnessed a steady
growth during these 68 years,
characterised by goodwill, mutual
respect and understanding.

“India’s development
partnership with Malawi is always
guided by the simple principle
that is, to work on Malawi’s
priorities. India and Malawi are
strengthened by a strong sense
of economic potential for the
future.”

Gopalakrishnan said Malawi
and India relations have over
the years grown with high level
diplomatic visits and agreements
between the two government
that have seen several fruitful
memorandum of understanding

PHOTOGRAPH: STEVE CHILUNDU

Hara (R) and Gopalakrishnan leads in a

celebratory toast

(MoU) and development support.

“We have supported Malawi
in various ways including the
Salima Sugar Factory investment,
the business incubation centre
at Mponela, construction of fuel
storage tanks and 50 annual
higher education scholarships,”
he said.

Speaker of Parliament
Catherine Gotani Hara, who
represented the government,
described the Indian Republic
Day as significant in the history
of the country, as India adopted
and enacted a constitution guided
by core values of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity.

She said: “The constitution
does not only guarantee a
democratic nation, butitis also a

scripture for social and economic
transformation.

“This celebration today is a
testament of India’s thriving
democracy, a fast-growing
major economy and a hub of
information technology”.

Hara said the Government
of Malawi looks forward to
continuing cooperation with the
Government of India through
existing agreements and MoUs in
the areas of diplomacy, political
consultations, agriculture, health,
information and communication
technology, mining and rural
development, among others.

She said this is in the quest
to meet the aspirations of the
two countries’ social-economic
transformative agenda. =



The Daily Times FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 2022

India says committed to
MW'’s development agenda

By Mabvuto Kambuwe

he Government of
India has reaflrmed

ils commilmenl

o conbinue  supporling
Malawa's  development
agenda.

High Commissioner of
India Shri Gopalakrishnan
swid  this during the
celebration of  T3rd
Republic Day of India
al  Bingu International
Convenlion Centre
(BICC) in Lilongwe on
Wedneaday.

Gopalakrishnan  aaid
India was supporting a
number of development
projects in Malawi.

“India’s  development
partnership with Malawi is
always guided by a simple
principle; that is, o work
om Malawi's  priorities.
Our approach 18 human-
cenlric, based on principles
of muual  respect  and
national ownership with a
commitment Lo sudtainable
development for all,” he
saidl.

Some aof the
development projects
that have already been
completed under  the
government  of  India’s
agsistance  include  the

Salima sugar factory, el
slorage  reserves, collon
ginneries  and  Mulanje-
Likhubula to Blantyre
waler supply project.
Speaker of the National
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Assembly Catherine
Gotani Hara hailed the
govermment ol India lor
being a true pariner in
the development of the
country.

“The Government of
Malawi looks forward to
contimuing — cooperaling

with the povernment of
India  through  exisling
agreements in areas of
diplomacy,  agriculiure,
health, mining and rural
developmenl in our guest
o meel the aspirations
of  our  Socio-economic
ransformative  agenda,”

Hara said.

India has also played an
important role in assisling
Malawd in the fight againat
the Covid pandemic.

It donated 50,000 doses
of Asta-Zeneca vaccines
al the peak of Covid as well
as medicines and personal

protective equipment
during the Sade Swmmil
which Malawi hosied i
August, 2021,

Tndia was ome ol the
firsl countries Lo establish
diplomatic Lies with
Malawi when il atiaxined

independence in 1964,




